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the community, and secured for themselves the best places.
The attitude of the later Buddhists towards the claims

-arrogated to themselves by the Br&hmans is best illustrated
by the Vajrasuchi^ a small tract ascribed to Asvagosha, the
well-known author of the JBuddhacharitra^ who lived in
the latter half of the first century before Christ. The argu-
Jnent of the Vajrasuchi'vs\w^ be thus summarised.

Granted that the Vedas, the Smritis and the Dharmasas-

-tras are true and valid, and that all the teachings at variance
with them are invalid, still the assertion that the Brahman
is the highest of the four castes cannot be maintained.

What is Brahmanhood ? Is it the life principle (jiva) \ or
descent; or the body , or learning; or rites {achdra) ', or
acts (karma); or knowledge of the Vedas ?

If the life principle constituted Brahmanhood, how could,
as is stated in the Vedas, quadrupeds and other animals
have become gods ? According to the Mahdbhdrata seven
hunters and ten deer of the hill Kalinjala, a goose of the
lake Manasasara, a Chakravaka of Sharadvipa were born
as Brahmans in Kurukshetra, and became very learned in
the Vedas. In his Dharmasastra Manu says : (t Whatever
Brahman learned in the four Vedas with their angas and
icpdngas receives gifts or fees from a Sudra, shall for twelve
births be an ass, for sixty births a hog, and seventy births a
dog." Hence it is evident that it is not the life. principle
that constitutes Brahmanhood.

If Br^hmanhood depended on descent or parentage, how

-could this be reconciled with the statement of the SmriU
that many Munis had no Brahman mothers ? Achala Muni
was born of an elephant; Ke9a Pingala of an owl; Suka
Muni of a parrot; Kapila of a monkey $ Sringa Rishi of a
deer; Vyasa Muni from a fisherwoman; Kausika Muni
from a female Sudra, Visvamitra from a Chandalini, and
Vasishta Muni from a strumpet. If one born of a Brahman
father or mother is a Brahman, then even the child of a
slave {dasa} or {dasi) may become a Brahman. If he alone
is a Brahman whose father and mother are both Brahmans,
then it must be established that the parents themselves are
pure Brahmans. But the mothers of the parent race of
Brfihinans are not, any of them, free from the suspicion of